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Carpet Longevity 

Carpet has the benefit to be cozy on bare feet, looks great in the right setting, and is less 
expensive to install than other flooring types. But, once carpet starts to show age, gets a 
stain or is just plain dirty, it’s hard to reverse the aging process. The average carpet 
replacement happens every seven years, which can add up over the lifetime of a house. 
So here are some tips to get the greatest value from the carpet. 

 

No shoes policy  
Shoes track dirt, grime, and weather-based stains onto 
carpets. There isn't complete safety in entryway or 
mudroom since tests show it takes a dozen wipes or more 
before shoes soles are clean. Have a no exception “shoes-
off” policy for your carpets.  

Tack up a polite sign asking family and guests to remove their shoes by placing a few 
big baskets or cubbyholes by the door to hold shoes.   

Immediate action 
It’s tough to prevent spills from happening, but if you’re on top of it, you can keep them 
from becoming stains. When something happens, immediately clean up anything solid 
(like nacho chips) and sop up any excess liquid.  

Tip:  Have club soda handy pretty much all of the time.  

When to clean 
According to the Institute of Inspection, Cleaning and Restoration (IIRC), the high-
traffic areas on carpets should be cleaned at least twice a year while low-traffic areas 
can go up to 18 months between cleanings. Take into account the type of traffic in the 
home: if you have kids, pets or a smoking habit, cleaning all area of carpets four times a 
year is a good idea. Professional cleaners may seem expensive, but it’s not that bad if 
you get a good deal! Check for any offerings in newspapers, mailed circulars and on the 
Internet.  
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Use a good vacuum 
Household items that don't impact the value of the home are okay to buy cheap. 
Vacuums are vital in helping to retain value. Since we get what we pay for, cheap 
vacuums just don't make it. They don't pick up dirt and grime; they’re tougher to clean 
and don’t filter the air very well.  

Make the investment to purchase a useful tool that does more than just suck up 
superficial dirt. Deep cleaning is needed so look at middle-price models. If vacuuming a 
massive amount of area, go even higher on the purchase price to make an impact.  

Tip: Check the Internet for prevailing costs or ask the advice of a vacuum repair 
professional or carpet cleaner.  

With the right vacuum in hand, maintain it properly. Before each use, check the bag or 
collection cylinder to ensure it's less than half full. If there is a removable air filter, 
rinse it out before and after each use.  

Vacuum often 
Vacuuming is more than a once-a-month chore! Vacuum weekly and any time it comes 
to mind. You must be diligent. It's okay to miss a couple of runs here and there, but by 
ignoring consistent vacuuming week-over-week, the carpet will pay the price.  

For the average family, vacuum carpets once or twice a week. An active family 
environment may need passes three or four times a week. Short spurts on the high 
traffic areas should be done daily.  

If room decor allows, change the furniture. Even light furniture will sink over time, 
causing divots in your carpet. And a five-year divot is pretty much permanent. To keep 
your fibers fresh, reposition the furniture every few months.   

Tip:  Furniture change up can be a benefit of eliminating a "style-clutter" situation and 
allows for finding hidden stains for removal. 

I hope these tips are helpful. Please call me with any questions you 
have about this content or your real estate investment. 
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