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Eliminate Backyard Bugs 

Bugs take their toll on all backyard enjoyment. Haphazardly waving an arm trying to 
swat away flying insects is mostly useless. Not being precautious of ground pests can 
be painful. Try these strategies to fight backyard bugs. 

Mosquitoes 
These pests are most active at sunrise and sunset. So if you’re outside at those times, 
wear long sleeves (even at the height of summer). Mosquitoes are attracted to 
standing water, so keep birdbaths and ponds as far away from your social area as 
possible. Be vigilant about removing any standing water on your property that isn’t 
necessary to prevent the breeding of the bugs. 

While some herbs, like sage and rosemary, may keep mosquitoes away, the most 
tried-and-true way to keep them from biting you is a chemical repellant.  Check out 
any garden shop or large box store to see a variety of such sprays. 

Tip:  When you’re spraying yourself, make sure to do it after you apply sunscreen and 
not before. The scent of the sunscreen may mask the repellent. 

 
 

Bees  
These bothersome bugs are an important part of 
a healthy and fruitful ecosystem. Bees carry 
pollen for the growth of flowers and fruit.  

To keep them away, avoid wearing perfume and 
scented lotion. Bees are also drawn to bright 
colors and floral patterns, so leave any colorful 
attire in the closet. 

If such passive tips don’t keep them away, try this: before heading outside, stuff a few 
clothes dryer sheets in a pocket and containers on tables. Bees cannot stand the smell 
of the sheets, so they’ll most likely leave you alone! If not, you may need to resort to a 
chemical spray. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/?title=Bee
http://en.wikipedia.org/?title=Bee
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Wasps 
The techniques used to become bee-less need not be useful for its cousin the wasp. 
You’ll never quite forget the days of reminder after being stung by a wasp. While 
painful at first, the venom also causes a bothersome itch long afterward.  

The trick to keeping wasps away is to prevent nest building in the cracks in wood and 
masonry of buildings and patios. In the spring, search around eaves and cracks in 
patio spacing and under wooden decks for wasp nests. When found blow them out 
with a water hose, and then seal the crack with clear silicon. Because wasps are so 
territorial, hang a wasp nest (see an example) near your gathering places. The 
buggers will think other wasps are already living in an area and stay away.  

Tip:  Create wasp traps around the perimeter of your social space. Using old jam jars, 
drill a few small holes in the lid. Then fill the container with molasses and water, 
sugary soda or jam. Wasps will be lured by the sweet smell and then be unable to get 
back out through the holes.  

Ticks  
These critters are not just annoying, but dangerous. Some ticks carry Lyme disease. 
They can be tough to spot. The best way to prevent ticks is to wear insect repellent 
with 20% or more DEET and reapply every few hours. It’s important that adults apply 
any DEET products to children because it can be dangerous if consumed. 

After a sun-filled afternoon, change your clothes immediately and check each other for 
ticks. Toss all clothes worn in the wash immediately, because studies show that ticks 
can survive in hampers for 2-3 days. Wash with hot water and tumble dry on warm to 
ensure any ticks are killed. 

Chiggers  
If you’re asking, “What is a chigger?” you most likely don’t live in a moist, damp area. 
Those that do know all too well how painful and annoying chigger bites can be, 
similar to mosquito bites that itch incessantly and never seems to go away. 

http://www.amazon.com/Get-Lost-Wasp-All-Natural-Deterrent/dp/B00DO0SWI0/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&qid=1432658881&sr=8-2&&tag=brigh0c4-20
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These cousins of ticks live in tall grass and shady areas with lots of vegetation, so the 
best defense is a well-manicured lawn and garden area. When you sit down, always 
use a blanket. The goal is to keep your skin away from the lurking bugs. 

Tip: For smaller properties, treat your lawn with a mild homemade insecticide 
consisting of a small amount of mild dish soap and warm water. Mix it up and spray 
your lawn.  

Fire Ants  
The sting of these red ants is what nightmares are made of. The pain is amplified 
because of a double combination of the initial bite followed by what feels like a sting. 
The latter is a result of an injection of acid into the skin. 

The location of fire ants is obvious---a mound of sand/dirt that is not natural to the 
surrounding ground. If you spot such a mound, don’t touch it! You’ll only anger the 
inhabitants. Instead, lay down bait that will poison the colony. There are plenty of fire 
ant baits/poisons available in the marketplace. While these compounds will kill the 
ants, they may also harm children and pets. Read the label. If you’re interested in an 
all-natural option, try cornmeal. 

If neither of these methods work, contact an insect/pest elimination professional to 
deal with your fire ant problem. 

I hope these tips are helpful. Please call me with any questions you 
have about this content or your real estate investment. 

Kathy  | 765.426.0227 or at Klafuse@shook.com 

mailto:Klafuse@shook.com

