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Autumn Checklist 

We know that autumn has arrived when leaves start falling, and the temperature 
requires long pants and sweaters. It is a perfect time for homeowners to get a 
property in shape before winter arrives and makes maintenance more difficult. Here 
are some actions to consider.  

Seal it up 
Caulk and seal around exterior around exterior doors and window frames. Look for 
gaps where pipes or wiring enter the home and seal them as well. This prevents heat 
from escaping as well as water from entering that can cause mold and structural 
damage. 

Look up 

 

Check the roof for missing or damaged 
shingles. Water, wind, ice and snow can 
cause serious damage to a vulnerable 
roof and also to any damaged soffits 
and eaves around the edges of the roof.  

A preliminary inspection may be accomplished through a pair of binoculars, but you 
may want to consider having a qualified professional inspect the entirety of the roof 
to ensure a complete understanding of potential issues that need to be cared for.   

Clear out 
Check the gutters and eaves for debris such as leaves and sticks. You may want to 
consider leaf guards that prevent such debris from laying in the gutters, if they can be 
accommodated.  

While clearing out the gutters, check their joints between sections and the 
downspouts. Make any adjustments and repairs to keep the gutters from being 
clogged, which can lead to water entering the house. 
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Pack up externals 
In climates with freezing weather, garden hoses should be drained and stored 
indoors to protect them from elements expanding the hose material itself or any 
water remaining within them. Shut off outdoor faucets and make sure exterior pipes 
are drained properly, as they can easily freeze and bursts, causing leaks and potential 
serious water damage. 

Warm up time 
The furnace should be inspected annually to ensure its safety by being in good 
working order. Check with your utility company to see if it offers inspections. Do so 
early as there is probably a long waiting list in fall and winter. 

Replace disposable furnace air filters or clean the permanent type according to the 
manufacturer’s instructions. Using a clean filter will help the furnace run more 
efficiently, saving you wasted energy and money. 

Fireplace? 
A fireplace is a wonderful enjoyment in the autumn and 
winter months. To ensure there are no issues to 
undermine that enjoyment, the firebox and chimney 
should be professionally cleaned to ensure that 
creosote, the wood burning by-product, is removed 
before use in the chilly weather. Creosote can create a 
serious chimney fire. 

 

I hope these tips are helpful. Please call me with any questions you 
have about this content or your real estate investment. 

Kathy  | 765.426.0227 or at Klafuse@shook.com 
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