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Start a Herb Garden 

Herbs add flavor to your food and offer a perfume the air in the garden your and home. 
Instead of buying herbs, plant an herb garden to get the dual advantage of fragrance 
and taste. 

Determine a location 
Determine where you want your herb garden to be. You can have a separate space 
reserved for herbs, or you can blend them with flowers and vegetables. Make sure the 
space is about six feet by four feet, or big enough to produce enough herbs for a small 
family. 

Tip:  If you're planting mint, use an herb garden separate from your flower bed. Mint 
is aggressive and will overtake other plants.  

Determine the herbs to grow  
Make a list of the herbs most commonly used 
in your kitchen. Popular and easy-to-grow 
herbs include mint, basil, chives, cilantro, 
oregano, parsley, fennel and sage.  

Choose seeds or seedlings 
If you're growing fennel, coriander, dill or 
anise, plant them as seeds directly into the 
ground. The other herbs can be started inside 
before relocating them to your garden.   

Tip:  To learn more about starting seeds, refer to www.herbsociety.org. 

Know your soil  
Herbs do best in sandy, well-drained soil. If the soil in your area is clay, plant your 
herbs in a raised bed with potting soil. If you’re unsure what the soil texture is in 
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your area, test the soil in the area you intend to plant the herbs. Squeeze a handful of 
moist soil and if it holds its shape, you have clay. If it falls apart, the soil is sandy. 

Tip:  Herbs prefer a sandy soil consistency, so use mulch but avoid fertilizers. To 
learn more about the benefits of mulch. 

Know your pests  
If you’re growing low-growing herbs including anise, caraway, dill and fennel, watch 
out for pests. Taller herbs are rarely affected by insects or diseases, but these low-
growing herbs are favored by aphids and rust.  

Container-grown herbs  
Some herbs such as rosemary, lavender and thyme simply do better in pots. These 
herbs need light soil, so they don’t thrive in a traditional herb garden.  

Tip:  Consider planting them in a pot on a deck area or in raised containers alongside 
your traditional garden. 

I hope these tips are helpful. Please call me with any questions you 
have about this content or your real estate investment. 

Kathy  | 765-426-0227 or at Klafuse@shook.com 
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