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Organizing and Decluttering 

If you’re ready to move or sell your house, clutter is your worst enemy. It makes 
packing a nightmare, and finding one item you need could take an extra 15 minutes to 
an hour in a frustrated search. 

  

Organizing and decluttering are great ways to 
get rid of things that are no longer needed 
before moving them to your next destination, 
or preparing your home for a showing.  

Here are some common mistakes to avoid 
when you are getting your home in order: 

Procrastination 
If you don’t feel like decluttering your home, 
and do not fully appreciate the need to make 
your space as attractive as possible, then you 
will not feel motivated to do so.  

If you do hold the belief that such organizing and decluttering is important, but drag 
your feet in doing so, then you will waste weeks of preparing your house for sale. 

If you are still overwhelmed with the job, hire a home organizer to help you. I can 
give you names of people who may be helpful in preparing your home so it will be 
seen in the best atmosphere for a sale.   

Taking on too much 
While you have to start with a goal, you must also have a realistic timeline associated 
with this objective. You can’t organize an entire house in one day. If you try, you are 
setting yourself up for failure. Instead, break the whole job into chunks. Garage, living 
areas, bedrooms, attic, and yard space should be seen as separate pieces of the same 
goal. 
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Spend a few hours each day decluttering and tackling one of your “chunks” at a time. 
You may even want to break those chunks down into mini-chunks, such as starting 
with one closet or the dresser in a bedroom. 

The last thing you need to do is to make a bigger mess than there already may be. If 
you start going in that direction, you will lose your incentive, and your energy will 
slacken. 

Fail to plan; plan to fail 
You need to have a plan in place before you start pulling things out of closets and 
from rooms. Do not make matters worse by just throwing unwanted clothes and 
belongings into a large pile that is intended for distribution to relatives, friends, or 
charities. 

Instead, have boxes strategically placed in the area you’re organizing. These 
receptacles can be for those things that are saleable, those items to be donated, and 
those to be thrown away. 

Tip: Such a plan will help you organize your thoughts so you can make an immediate 
commitment as to where things will go so you will not have second thoughts.  

Overcome emotions 
You are human. There will be many items that 
will cause you to have a pang of memory because 
of the sentiment attached to them. Special gifts 
from family members or dear friends and 
mementos of a special place can become a 
collection of useless items.   
 

 

There are certainly certain things that do hold particular importance and should be 
kept, but the ratio should probably be more around 10% of your stuff, rather than the 
90% that some people cling to. 

You need to separate sentimentality from necessary. Don’t keep things that have no 
useful value, especially if you haven’t seen, much less used them in years. Old toys 
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(especially those with missing parts), pieces of clothing, or stored furnishings will 
most likely not serve a greater value tomorrow than they do today.  

After decades of being a realtor who has helped hundreds of Sellers prepare their 
home for sale, believe me when I say that many items you think are worthwhile 
holding onto are better off in secondhand stores, charities, or the trash. 

Where will they go? 
Once you have determined which items will stay and which ones will go, take the next 
steps. Move the trash to the garage, or to the street for pick-up. Get it out of the house 
as soon as possible so you can’t act on second thoughts. Take items earmarked for 
donation to the charity immediately, and send those going to relatives or friends.  

Likewise, if you are planning on a yard/garage/tag sale, do so as soon as you have the 
boxes filled. Get the stuff out of your living areas quickly and thoroughly. Throw away 
anything not sold. If other people don’t want the goods, why should you? 

Never stop 
Once you have completed the hard work of scouring your home for items that are 
obsolete, unneeded or of no real sentimental value, be vigilant. There will be another 
opportunity to repeat the process when moving into your new home or living space. 
No need for a snow blower in Florida. 

Once you have established the organization and decluttering as a mindset, don’t fall 
back into your old habits. Declutter every six months, when you are replacing the 
batteries in your smoke alarms. 

I hope these tips are helpful. Please call me with any questions you 
have about this content or your real estate investment. 

Kathy  | 765.426.0227 or at Klafuse@shook.com 
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