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Deciding on a Fence 

There are many reasons to add a fence to your home. Maybe you have a new dog, 
perhaps nosy neighbors, added security, or you want to accent your property.  
Regardless of the why, the choice will require some thought. Consider these points 
before you start building or contact a contractor. 

Reason(s) 
Before you start digging, know why you want a fence. Do you want to keep people 
out? Then a substantial fence will be needed. Do you want privacy? Consider a tall 
fence with very little visibility. If it is to be an enclosure for an animal, then a strong 
fence will be required for a large dog, but a different style fence is required for farm 
animals. If you want it for artistic reasons, then its beauty will be the reason.  

Style 
Do you know the difference between estate and paddock fencing styles? More 
importantly, do you know which one you like better? Once you’ve determined why 
you want a fence, visit the Internet to get your imagination moving. Then you can 
pinpoint the look you want, and you’ll be able to communicate your expectations 
clearly to a contractor.  

Pay attention to the language used to describe the fences you’re drawn to. Whether 
you’re installing the fence yourself or hiring someone to handle the job, you’ll need to 
describe your vision whether to a professional or a box store employee. 

Material  
The cost of your fence will vary greatly depending on your material. Here are a few of 
the most popular to consider. 

 Wood is considered attractive, and it’s fairly inexpensive. Plus, 
you can paint it any color your heart desires. Your wood choice 
should match your climate. For example, if it’s humid, cedar is a 
good option because it’s naturally resistant to moisture.   
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Regardless of the wood you choose, you’ll probably have to treat or stain the fence for 
added protection, and wood has higher maintenance than other fence types. 

 Vinyl comes in a wide range of looks and styles and is easy to 
install. Plus, it has little maintenance, so it’s a great option if 
you want to be hands-off with your fence. It is more expensive 
than wood upfront, but the maintenance trade-off evens the 
two out in the end.  

 Chain Link is easy to install and inexpensive. But, they tend to 
be an eyesore and are prone to rust. If you want to install a 
functional fence in your backyard, this may be the best option 
for you.  

 Aluminum costs more than wood, but there is little 
maintenance required. So if you want an attractive fence, 
don’t like the idea of regular fence maintenance, this may be 
the way to go.  

 Wrought Iron is known for its beauty and charm. But such 
fences are not for the faint of heart (or the lazy). The 
installation is difficult, maintenance required, and it is the 
most expensive fence option.  

Installation 
If you choose to install your fence, take the time to research the proper installation 
practices for the fence type. Keep in mind that an average 150 to 200-foot fence will 
take three to five days of work for self-installation. If you’re not the handyman type, 
pass this job off to a professional fence company. Save you back and headaches. 

I hope these tips are helpful. Please call me with any questions you 
have about this content or your real estate investment. 

Kathy  | 765.426.0227 or at Klafuse@shook.com 
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